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GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Program funding
The Scholarship program is funded by donations received by CESEF as a registered charity, including those received through the Annual Benefit Auction. The scholarship funding is regarded as taxable income for which a T4E will be provided. A restricted fund has been established for the Scholarship Program, and donors or benefactors may specify their donations to the Scholarship Program.

Value and Duration
CESEF awards one Graduate Scholarship per year. This is a one-time, non-renewable, 12- month award, valued at $5,000. Successful applicants may simultaneously combine the CESEF Graduate Scholarship award with other awards they have received. It is our anticipation that successful applicants will be notified of the award status of their application 4-5 months after the scholarship program application closing date. 

Eligibility to Apply
To qualify to apply for and hold a CESEF Graduate Scholarship, applicants must meet the following requirements:

· Be a citizen or permanent resident of Canada.

· Be registered in either a relevant full-time or part-time PhD, Master's, combined
Master’s/PhD, graduate diploma program or graduate certificate program in program evaluation or with a significant focus on program evaluation; where significant focus is defined as completing a thesis, project, or publication that is made up of evaluation or research on evaluation.

· Not be in a breach of a conflict of interest related to his/her employer code of ethics.

· Have not already received a scholarship from CESEF.

· Scholarship recipients who must interrupt their program of study may defer the remainder of the award provided they communicate a valid justification for the interruption to CESEF (for example, doctor’s certificate in case of illness) and receive approval for this in advance.

Eligibility to Hold an Award
At the time of the taking up the award, applicants must:

· Be admitted unconditionally (fulfilled all requirements) in one of the eligible programs in program evaluation as per the eligibility criteria above.




Evaluation Criteria
An independent Scholarship Selection Committee is mandated by the CESEF Board, through the responsibility of the Scholarship Program Committee Chair, to review applications and make selection decisions. The Committee will evaluate applications based on the following criteria:

Academic Excellence (Weighting: 15%)
Career Potential in Evaluation (Weighting: 55%)
Financial Need (Weighting: 30%)

Competition Process
Step 1: Candidates must send their completed application packages to the Graduate Scholarship Chair by date specified on the website (December 19, 2025).

Step 2: CESEF Graduate Scholarship Chair reviews all applications for eligibility and forwards the eligible applications to the Selection Committee.

Step 3: Using the criteria above, the Selection Committee evaluates the applications and provides a recommendation for funding to the CESEF Board.

Step 4: The CESEF Board approves the award and announces the competition results (typically May the following year). CESEF informs all applicants by email of the outcome of their applications. Competition results are not provided by telephone.

Step 5: The competition result is posted on the CESEF website https://cesef.memberlodge.org/ Scholarship-recipients.

Administrative Regulations
All applicants and recipients must comply with the requirements set out in the CESEF Graduate Scholarship Program. CESEF reserves the right to determine the eligibility of applications based on the information provided therein. CESEF also reserves the right to interpret the program regulations set out in its published materials. All applicants and recipients are expected to adhere to ethics and values consistent with CES and CESEF. Award of scholarships is subject to available funding.

Payments to Award Winners
Payments to successful recipients will be forwarded directly to the address provided on the application form. A single payment will be made once proof of registration has been received. It is the responsibility of the successful Scholarship recipient to inform CESEF of any address changes. T4A forms will be sent by CESEF to the awarded by CRA required dates. All scholarship awards must be claimed by the individual, and therefore your Social Insurance Number will be required to process the T4A form.

Reporting requirements
Successful applicants must complete a short report within three months of the end of their funding period, describing their educational progress and the benefit of the scholarship. Upon successful completion of the report, a short bio recognizing the candidate will be posted on the CESEF website. Additionally, with the candidate’s permission, excerpts of these reports may be used by CESEF to promote the scholarship program.



Intellectual Property
The Intellectual Property arising from the submitted papers, presentations, publications while the recipient is receiving the funds will remain vested with the student.

Evaluation of the Program
As part of good evaluation practice and to ensure that the program is meeting the needs of the recipients and of CESEF, the recipients might be requested to participate in an evaluation of the program at a later date.

For further information, Graduate students may contact:
Parastoo Emami
Graduate Scholarship Program Chair, CESEF
scholarship@cesef.ca 
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